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Recording Qur’anic verses on Islamic coins began in the reign of the Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, who
fully Arabized coins and removed their Byzantine and Sassanian inscriptions and motifs that Muslims copied. Abd al-Malik
ibn Marwan sought to feature the Islamic coinage based on Islamic Aqida (doctrine), free from the influence of Byzantine
and Sassanian coms thus, he made the inscriptions in Arabic that gained attention because of its relationship to the writing
of the Holy Qur’an?. Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan selected Qur’anic verses and religious phrases that highlight the principles
and core beliefs of Islam to be engraved on the Islamic coins. Accordingly, the new coinage featured the Islamic state in
terms of form and content, not influenced by contemporary foreign coins. Islamic coins featured many or parts of the
Quranic verses that were often associated with significant religious, doctrinal, political, economic, social, and military
events that these states experienced.
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% Hasan Albasha, Impact of Arabism and Islam on the Emergence of Islamic Architecture and Decoration Arts. Al-Dara
Magazine, Year 1, Issue 4, Dhul-Hiijah 1395/ December 1975. [pp.72-91], p.82.
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